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Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities

“This invitation and the recent
ratification of the CRPD, whereby the
authorities will have to progressively

implement its provisions, are a
positive indication of the promotion

and protection of the rights of persons
with disabilities in the country.”

Catalina Devandas-Aguilar, United Nations



Introduction

International Strategy and Reconciliation
Foundation (ISR Foundation) conducts
research on evidence-based policy making

Why North Korea?



North Korea Population Structure
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Key Literature on Disabilities in
North Korea

People with Disabilities in a Changing North Korea
(Katharina Zellweger)

End of Mission Statement by the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with
disabilities (Ms. Catalina Devandas-Aguilar, United
Nations)



Research Questions

Are there certain segments of the North Korean
population that are disproportionately affected by
disabilities?

- Prevalence of people with disabilities

- Person-level Correlates (e.g., Age and gender)

- Environmental Correlates (e.g. Rural vs. Urban)
How do prevalence and incidence of disabilities in the
DPRK compare internationally?



Methodology

Using 2008 North Korean census and 2012
Nutrition Survey

Inform public policy officials to the best of
our ability

Team Science and Data Visualizations



DPRK Census Question on Disabilities

Questionnaire for Disabilities in 2008 Population Census

Disability Type Question asked by Surveyor
Seeing Does  have difficulty seeing even if wearing glasses?
Hearing Does  have difficulty hearing?
Walking Does  have difficulty walking or climbing stairs?
Mental Does  have difficulty remembering or concentrating?




Limitations

- Cultural Barriers
- Social Stigma with Disabilities
- Lack of Data




Population

Disabilities in the DPRK by Severity
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Population

DPRK Disability Type by Gender
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Disability Type Male Female Total Number
Seeing 215 890 303 683 519573
Hearing 140 323 234129 374 452
Walking 200 825 336671 537 496
Mental 118 498 216 354 334 852
Total Disabilities 675 536 1090 837 1766 373




Population

Prevalence of Disabilities in the DPRK Disabilities in the DPRK by Percentage of Population
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Disability
Type and
Age

Population

Age Distribution of Disabilities in the DPRK
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Age Distribution of Disabilities in the DPRK
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North Korean People by Disability

Type, Age, and

by Distribution
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Malnutrition in North Korea and Its
Relevance to Disabilities

Key findings from the 2012 Nutritional
Survey and

the implications for North Korea’s
disabled people



Prevalence of Chronic Malnutrition by age
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Prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition in Children by Province Prevalence of Global Chronic Malnutrition in Children by Province

Global Acute Malnutrition Prevalence by Percentage Global Chronic Malnutrition Prevalence by Percentage
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Conclusion

-Implications for policy makers

-Future Research

-Use of DVs
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